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eo ere Reported | Dates of papers received ie 
No, Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. —- of and =a for the REMARKS, 
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2 |** Kasipur Nivasi”’ «| Kasipur, Barisal __,,, 316 
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II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 
A correspondent of the Daruésaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 4th 
_ . August says that many people of Satkania in the 
eos rg on oy district, having failed to earn a livin 
0  . by honest labour, have taken to badmashi, so muc 
so that they have become a terror to the peaceful inhabitants of Satkania, No 
notice of their conduct is being tuken by the village chaukidars and the local 
police. . These desperate characters are now so many in number that it may be 
feared that they will form themselves into @ gang and give trouble to the 
Government. oo. fa 
2. A correspondent of the Hitaradi of the 5th August complains of the 
revalence of theft and dacvity in Katulpur in the 
ankura district. Within twenty or twenty-five 
days there have been house-breaking and dacoity 
in the villages of Khundanga, Balthe, and Murhakata, the police failing to 
detect the offenders. | 
8. Another correspondent of the same paper complains of the prevalence 
ae of theft in Rusdi, a village in Vikrampur in the 
Theft ina village in Vikrampur- acca district. The police is quite powerless to 
ut down the thieves. The chaukidars are never out on their rounds in the 
Dakebinpara of the village. ao | 
4. A correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 6th August complains of t he 
a , ._ conduct of the sarang and khalasis belonging to 
steamen mont OF Passengers 2 the Cachar-Goalundo Steamer Company. One 
Babu Rajani Kanta De has prosecuted some em- 
ployés of this Company for severely thrashing him at the Inatganj steamer 
station and pushing him overboard. The accused brought a countercharge 
against Rajani Babu, but their complaint was not entertained. : 
Another correspondent of the same paper complains that on the Ist August 
last, a passenger on board the Damdin steamer belonging to the India General 
Steam Navigation Company, plying between Khulna and Magura, through 
Narail, was mercilessly thrashed by the sarang and khalasis of the steamer in 
question. The injured gentleman is a B.A. and the son-in-law of a distin- 
guished pleader of Magura. The steamer was densely crowded, and a khalast 
ordered the passenger in question to make way for him. On his refusing to do 
80, he was mercilessly thrashed, 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


0» The Barisal Hitaisht of the 3lst July has the following: on the 
Barrackpore case :— 

The result of this trial is very satisfactory ; 
it is our conviction that a thousand Sedition Acts will not produce the good 
which this single trial will. Nothing increases the people’s confidence in and 
respect for, the Government more than an impartial administration of justice. 


(d)— Education. 


6. The Sansodhini of the 8rd August cannot say with what object 
Mr. Manisty’s curtailment of Mr. Manisty is about to strike at the root of middle 
educational expenditure in Chittae education, particularly middle English education 
gong. in the Chittagong district. There 1s no provision 
in the Local Self-Government Act of 1885, which empowers the Commissioner 
to make such an arbitrary use of his authority, Sections 48 and 49 of that Act 
gives the Commissioner power to alter a District Board’s budget, but they do not 
intend that the Commissioner should so exercise his power a8 to radically change 
or completely destroy the Government’s policy in re to local self-govern- 
ment. Since lst April 1887, when the charge of middle education was placed 
by Government in the hands of the District Board, the Chittagong District 
Board has allotted an annual grant of Rs. 5,804 for middle education. By Mr. 
as recent order the grant for middle English education will be nor angen’ 
mee from next year, and even the grant for middle vernacular education wi 
in future be considerably reduced. The result of the policy laid down by Mr. 
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Manisty will, therefore, be that the Chittagong district will be plunged into the 
darkness of ignorance. For the last twelve years the people of Chittagong have 
been, by the favour of the beloved British Government, slowly advancing in the 
path of education, but théy are alarmed to think that Mr. Manisty is to-day 
throwing them back bya stroke of his pen. ‘The Commissioner is about to do a 
fatal injury, not only to middle education, but to primary education as well, 


because two-thirds of the boys of the middle schools belong to the primary 


stage. In its resolution on the quinquennial report of the Education Depart. 
ment, the Government says:—‘ These represent about one-third of the pupils 
in the secondary schools, and the remaining two-thirds belong to the primary 
stages.” 


The Commissioner has also directed the retrenchment of the expenditure 
on primary education proper, by reducing the grant for reward examinations 
from Rs. 11,500 to Rs.'8,500, whereas according to Government orders the Chitta- 
gong District Board ought to spend Rs, 13,146 on primary education. If bhata 
allowances and the officers’ salaries are left out of consideration, the above 
grant of the Board cannot be said to be needlessly large. Still the Commis. 
sioner wants to reduce it. Here is what the Government says in the resolution 
referred to above about expenditure on primary education :— : 


‘‘The superior claims of primary education upon public effort and public 
funds are not lost sight of, and whenever the state of Provincial funds admits 
of any extra grant being made for education, the greater portion of it is 
devoted to primary schools. , , 


“© No falling off in the income of District Boards has been held to bea sufficient 
ground for retrenching allotments for primary education, 
| * .. * a * * 


“The Lieutenant-Governor, however, like his predecessors, is painfully 
conscious of the inadequacy of the present expenditure under this head, and 
trusts that it will be found possible, when the finances improve, to devote 
more money to it.” | 

Neither has female education escaped the retrenching shears of the — 
Commissioner. He has ordered the grant on this head to be reduced from 
Rs. 2,200 to Rs. 1,200, without heeding that this will mean the death of seven- 
teen out of a total of thirty-seven girls’ schools in the district. ‘The writer was 
always under the impression that whatever else an Englishman might do, he 
could never be cruel to the softer sex, and Mr. Manisty’s action in regard to the 
female education grant has quite astonished him. Here is the Government’s 
most liberal view in regard to that education :— 


‘In his celebrated Educational Despatch of 19th July 1851, Sir Charles - 
Wood recognised the responsibility of the Government of India as regards 
female education, affirming that the importance of,the question could not be 
over-rated and that through the education of women ‘a far greater proportional 
impulse is imparted to the educational and moral tone of the people than by the 
education of men.’ He heartily concurred in the declaration of the Governor- 
General in Council that the Government ‘ought to give to native female 
education its frank and cordial support.’ ‘This view was powerfully urged by 
the Educational Commission of 1882, and it again received the pss, Mam ea of 
the Government of India and the Secretary of State.” | 


In his letter No. 187C., dated the 3rd June, the Commissioner writes — 


‘*T consider that proceeds of ferries and canals ought to be devoted entirely 
to communications, which are very backward in your district. ” es 


It is a wonder that the wise Commissioner of the Chittagong Division 18 
not aware of the fact that by its letter No. 1174 of 1888, the Government made 
over the proceeds of ferries to the District Board to be spent on education. 

Although, in the matter of education, the Chittagong district is far behind - 
other districts of the Province and spends less than districts like Tippera and 
Noakhali, the Commissioner considers its educational expenditure to be too 
large and expresses himself as follows :— 


‘ST consider that the Board should spend no money on English education, 


and very little on middle vernacular education, for both of which people 
should themselves pay if they want it.” 10D, zor OF W 1 ?P paid 


/ 
(’ 745. / 


Government wants to /retrench its expenditure on bigh education, but: it 
has never been unwilling to bear the cost of middle education, The writer, 
therefore, cannot believe that Mr. Manisty is introducing his new policy either 
at the advice of the Government or at the advice of the Director of Public 
Instruction. It cannot be said that the.entire cost of middle and primary 
education in this country is met from the public funds. In both classes of 
schools, fees are regularly levied from boys, and the District Boards only 
supplement by a grant the income derived from such fees. It is difficult to 
see how, under the circumstances, Mr. Manisty cannot allow éven the small 
expenditure that is now incurred, while in England the entire cost of primary 
education is defrayed by Government. | 

The writer is curious to know if Mr. Manisty is altering the educational 
budget of the Chittagong District Board, which was approved by the Director 
of Public Instruction, with that official’s knowledge. | 

The writer firmly believes that if the members of the District Board had 
possessed a sense of duty and fully realised the responsibility which rested upon 
them, they would never have carried out the unjust orders of the Commissioner, 
and would, at least, have referred the question to Government. Many mem- 
bers have privately characterised the Commissioner’s orders as unjust, but they 
do not possess the moral courage to express their views in the Committee. 
Mr. Pall ses Chairman of the Board says:—‘ The reduction ordered by the 
Commissioner paralyses our educational works and repairs,” | 
| Ifthe District Board has no money, let it borrow. Has the Board no 
duty by those whose money maintains the District Fund? ie 

7. The Pratikar of the 5th August requests all the other Indian Univer- 
sities to follow the example of the Bombay Uni- 
ae versity. and lay down that candidates who fail 
to obtain pass marks in any particular subject should be allowed to appear 
next year in that subject alone instead of being required to pass again in all 
the subjects of examination. 


An item of University reform. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


8, The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 2nd August has the following :— 

| The Municipal Commissioners of Burdwan 
intend levying a new tax on agricultural lands in the 
added area, in addition to the three existing taxes 
the house rate, the latrine tax and the water-tax. 


The new tax proposed in the 
Burdwan Municipality. | 


cipality there are agricultural lands. In no other Municipality, however, was 
there ever a proposal to levy a tax on such lands. It may be asked, why 
should the Municipal Commissioners of Burdwan fail in their duty because 
others have failed? We do not ask them to fail in their duty; we only request 
them to consider the condition of the people. There may be a provision in the 
Act for taxing arable lands, but it rests with the Commissioners to consider 
whether such a tax should be imposed or not. Why are our Commissioners so 
very anxious to levy the tax in question when no other Municipality has 
imposed it ? | 
| We learn that the lands of the cultivators will be assessed just as houses 
and other properties ure. If this be so, there will be no end to the misery of 
the poor rate-payers. The Government should fix the rate of taxation if it 
really be their intention to tax agrieultural Jands within municipal areas. It 
would be well not to entrust this task to our own people. There can be no 
doubt that when the tax is once imposed by the Burdwan Municipality, other 
municipal bodies will try to follow its example. It is, therefore, necessary to 
settle this point beforehand. The Government should be petitioned against 
the imposition of the proposed tax; and if the representation fails, Gov- 
ernment should see that cultivators living within municipal areas have not to 
pay more than their friends outside who pay the road cess and the public 
works cess, , 

9. The Pratikar of the 5th August has the following: —- = = 

We request our Municipal Commissioners to 
see that the proposed water-tax be assessed . so 


The Berhamyore Municipality. 
moderately as not to press heavily on the poor ratepayers of Berhampore. They 


The Municipal Act is in force in every town in Bengal, and in every Muni- 
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will have to find Rs. 12,000 every year and this will undoubtedly prove a or 
hardship to them. Only 100 hydrants have been set up in ie ieee, BN ome 
the number originally pro was 132. The ratepayers of certain wards 
have made representations to the effect that a sufficient number of hydrants 
have not been set up in those wards. The Municipality will adress the in 
trate on the subject after receiving the report of the Vieo-Obaiiesin, who 
been entrusted with an enquiry into these complaints. The materials used in 
the construction of the hy are not of good quality. Messrs. Martin & (Co, 
ought to have used better stuff. 

Our Municipality cannot, for want of funds, take up many useful and neces- 
sary works. If, therefore, it has to bear its share of the cost of maintaining a 
police force at the Chausa and Mairwa camps and to ereet a plague hospital at 
a cost of Rs. 2,000, what the condition of our poor Municipality will become 
it should be easy to realise. For ourselves, we do not see any necessity of 
erecting another plague hospital on a new plan. What the Municipality has 
already done in this connection seems to us enough. | 

10. The Bangavass of the 6th August has the following with reference to 
Mr. Risley’s reply to Raja Sasi Sekhareswar’s inter- 


Pound oppression in Bengal. pellation on the subject of pound oppression in 


Bengal :— 

on oppression in Bengal is as notorious as adulteration of milk bythe 
milkman. Let the milkman, standing in the Ganges with the water up to his 
neck, say that he has not adulterated his milk, no one will believe him. So let 
the pound Munshi say, Koran in hand, that there is no pound oppression, no 
One will believe him. There may be honest milkmen just as there may be honest 
pound Munshis, but the conviction is rooted deep inthe public mind that 
there is pound oppression in the country. This being the cass, an enquiry 
ought to be made into the complaints. 


11. The Sanjivani of the 6th August has the following on the reply to the 
interpellation on the subject of pound oppression 
in Bengal made by Raja Sasi Sekhareswar Rai in 
the Bengal Legislative Council :— 

Mr. Risley’s reply to Raja Sasi Sekhareswar Rai’s interpellation provokes 
us into asking this question—Are men like Mr. Risley the men who pose as 
the omniscient rulers of this country? Mr. Risley said that no complaint 
had ever been made to the Government about the ill-treatment of cattle 
by the pound-keepers or about their employing any agency to bring cattle to 
the pounds, and that Government had never heard such a thing. It is a pit 
that the Go¥ernment does not know what is known by every villager. As 
any villager and he will tell you that in vt’ village there are men in the 
pay of the pound-keeper, who even go the length of taking cattle to the pound 

rom men’s compounds. - Again, all but the Government officials know that 


impounded cattle are starved by the pound-keepers. Official ignorance is 
truly astounding. 


12. <A correspondent of the Som Prakash of the 8th August urges upon 
the Municipal Commissioners of ‘Santipur in the 
Nadia district the necessity of improving the defec- 
tive drainage system of the town. If water is 
allowed to accumulate in roadside drains and to saturate the soil, malaria 
will appear in the town in a virulent form after the rains, The town has 
20 miles of pucka and 60 miles of kutcha roads, two-thirds of which have no 


proper side drains. Only the principal roads are well kept, for they are 
occasionally inspected by the higher authorities. | | 


Pound oppression in Bengal. 


Drainage in the Santipur Muni- 
cipality. 


( f)}— Questions affecting the land. 


13. The Sanjivant of the 6th August has the following :— 


It will be no exaggeration to say that almost 

soe nt ebtedness of the Bengal ]] the raiyats in so: pe steeped ft debtedness. 
The indebted raiyat has lost his spirit and all 

hope, and eyen a whole day’s toil does not enable him to earn sufficient food 
for himself and his wife and children. Few know how dreadfully miserable 
8 the condition of the indebted Bengali raiyat. It is doubtful whether even 
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the Government is aware of this state of things. The mahajane in Bengal are 
a cunning and clever set of people, but the ralyats are ignorant. One shudders 
to think how the foolish ~— are duped and oppressed by their creditors. 
The mahajane seldom go to law to realise their dues from the raiyats, If they 
had done so, the Government would have come to know how cruelly the raiyats 
are oppressed by them. Hundreds of cases have come to our notice in which 
raiyats have been compelled to borrow money at the heavy rate of compound 
interest, one anna and two oneal rupee per month. As an instance, we 
give the substance of the letter of a correspondent writing from Pingana in 
the Mymensingh district. He says that several cases have been decided in 
the Pingana munsifi, which show that the raiyats there are steeped in indebted- 
ness and are almost undone. Compound interest is demanded and extorted 
by the Pingana mahajans, and the rate of such interest is not less than half 
an ann& per rupee per month. In most cases, the rate is one anna or two annas 
per rupee. Illiterate and ignorant as the ralyats are, they can, when they 
contract a debt and enter into an agreement with the mahajans for that purpose, 
form no idea of the ruinous effects of contracting a loan at compound interest. 
They incur the debt with their eyes shut, and the debt once incurred is never 
cleared and goes on accumulating, the father often leaving a legacy of it to the 
son. There is no one to remove the misery of the raiyat. He is often com- 
pelled to borrow at this ruinously high rate of interest. He has to pay his rent 
without fail at a fixed time, whether he has money or not, and this takes him 
to the mahajans. Here are a few instances to show what a miserable life the 
Bengali raiyat is dragging on. All the instances are drawn from cases decided 
at the Pingana munsifi:— 


(1) Suir No. 1443, 1896. 


Rajabali Sarkar oe eve Plaintiff. 
Palaria Shaikh men ae Defendant. 
Rs. A. P. 
Principal eve ss iii ve 12 0 0 
Interest ‘ae ee eee oe 66 0 0 
Total amount decreed . - -e 


(2) Suit No. 1442, 1896. 


Gaher Mamud Sarkar a al Plaintiff. 
Mahabud Shaikh or a Defendant. 
Principal eee ona me vis 2 0 9 
Interest ee ane | ee ae 45 0 0 
Total amount decreed eee - 64 s © 
(3) Surr No. 1535, 1896. 
Ramesundar Datta wis eae Plaintsff. 
Naba Shaikh mee oe Defendant. 
| Rs. A. P 
Principal . ... a i ov 4 0 0 
Interest seo a fa ao 21 8 0 
Total amount decreed ar 25 8 0 
| (4) Surr No. 1536, 1896. 
Gaurkisor Datta os we ©6Llaintiff. 
Faju Shaikh sa... a ee Defendant. 
es | Rs. A. Pp 
Principal eee eee eee e<¢@ 9 0 0 
Interest eee coe renee eee 50 10 0 


Total amount decreed _,., awa Oe 
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- (5) BSurr No. 1568, 1896. 


Nabu Sarkar eve Plaintiff. 
Mehar see. eee Defendant. 


Be A, ®. 
Principal see ees ee S00 41 0 0 
Interest tes ee eee ua ae. 


a ain 


Total amount decreed — ie = 8 


——— 


(6) Suit No. 1325, 1896. 


Rajabali Sarkar dos Plaintiff. 
Arak Shaikh and others _... Defendants. 


P, 
Principal o00 ove 000 ani 24 0 0 
Interest at the rate of 2 annas per rupee per month, 
compound interest at the same rate six months 
after; total interest in three years us wee 8 
Suit valued at ... <— ae ee 
the plaintiff having relinquished a portion of his claim. 


(7) Suir No. 1481, 1894. 
Muktaram Talukdar 00 Plaintiff. 
Gaher Shaikh ... sie Defendant. 


MS. A. F. 
Principal 6e@ eee ee@ ee0 5 6 | 0 
Interest see me iia ee ee 


Total amount decreed a ane oS 


(8) Surr No. 2524, 1893. 


Achyudananda Ray vee Plaintiff. 
Abedali Shaikh and others ... Defendants. 


ie. A. 2. 
Principal eee eee ee08 eet 145 0 f) 
Interest nee ion ies ——— oe 


Total amount decreed ww =a Se 


bo ed 


(9) Suir No. 1233, 1895. . 


Rajab Sarkar eev eee Plaintiff. 
Piyaullah Shaikh ve Defendant. 


De. ke Bi 
Principal san de er ose 78 0 0 
Interest eee eee eee gee 362 0 0 


Total amount decreed 1 440 0 0 


GEE, ae 
Here are a few cases more—cases decided at the Tangail munsifi:— 


(10). Svrr No, 1666, 1898. 


Bhuban Mohan Sarkar. ... Plaintiff. 
Darbari Shaikh. se Defendant. 


‘i Rs. A. P. 
Principal eee eee eee eee 50 0 0 
Interest nie Sida ae vce 266.12..0 


Total amount decreed as: eee 


- 
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e (11) Suir No. 1255, 1898. 
Nasu Chandra Taipal oe ee Liaintiff. 
Karim Khan wee eee eee Defendant, 
| Rs. A. P. 
Principal eee eee eee see | 30 0 0 
Interest sae ase eee ved 93 12 0 
Total amount decreed eee éas 128 in @. 
(12) Suir No. 1272, 1898. 
Sadekali Shaikh ee ww» Plaintiff 
Lakshmi Mani Das oie oe Defendant. 
| | Rs. a. P. 
Principal __... da oe ose 9 0 0 
Interest ‘ve ee oie PoP 20 12 0O 
Total decreed ‘es vee 29 12 | 0 
(13) Suir No. 306, 1898, 
Kali Sankar Sukul wm: oo. Plaintiff. 
Amanath Sarkar i ws Defendant. 
Bs. A. ?. 
Principal eee eee eee | eee 32 0 0 
Interest oes on ‘a — el 


Total amount decreed - oe — 186 10 0O 


These instances speak for themselves, and instances like these could be 
multiplied. The practice of lending money at compound interest was for- 
merly unknown in India. It has been recently introduced, and few raiyats 


know anything about it. We have also come to know that mahajans are in © 


the habit of purchasing stamps without the consent or knowledge of their 


debtors and preparing hand-notes for dues which have been barred by limita- 


tion, on the strength of which and the evidence of a couple of tutored witnesses 
they realise their dues from the raiyats with compound interest on the money 
lent. The present law of contract 1s against the raiyat, and the court is bound 
to decree suits for claims however heavy. 


— (h)— General. 


14. The Barisal Hitaishi of the 31st July cannot help speaking a few 
sucka Wades’ tds words about Sir John Woodburn’s kindness. The 
went .cLiieutenant-Governor expressed a desire that the 
police should not interfere with those who might 

come to see him. On the 3lst July a poor patient appeared before Sir John 
Woodburn in front of the Barisal hospital; and when the police were about to 
hold him back, the Lieutenant-Governor ordered them to desist, heard what the 
patient had to say, and made suitable arrangements for him. This is, indeed, 


says the writer, conduct befitting a ruler. The fame of the ruler who does - 


not disappoint even the poorest of his subjects soon spreads far and wide. 
May God bless the new ruler of Bengal, so that the Bengalis may live happily 
under him ! 

15, The Nusrat-ul-Islam of the 1st August says that the way in which 

the railway passengers from Calcutta are being 

; | _ subjected to inspection at the Chausa station ma 
be described as the most unmannerly. It is to be hoped that when there is 
no plague in Calcutta, Sir John Woodburn will enquire why Calgutta passen- 
gers are being treated in this fashion by the plague authorities. 

16. Referring to Sir John Woodburn’s visit to Mymensingh, the Charu 
Mihir of the 1st August says :— 


Plague examination at Chausa. 


a John Woodburn at Mymen- 
singn. - . ° 
: Lieutenant-Governors, the Reception Committees 


decorated the Strand Road, hut this. was not dong this time, and the neglect 


On the occasion of previous visits from the 
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became conspicuous when His Honour visited thé girls’ school. Everyone 
regrets that care was not taken to take His Honour over the Technical Se ool, 
which might perhaps have profited by His Honour’s visit, So deplorable, 
indeed, is the state of the school that people feel ashamed even to take its 
name. Is no improvement possible in the school when it is named after 
the father of Rai Bahadur Jogendra Kisor? Sir John Woodburn granted 
interviews to the local gentry, and all those who met him on the occasion 
came away pleased with his sweet behaviour. He has won the respect and love 
of all by his kind treatment. 


17. The Hitavadi of the 5th August has the following :— : 


Lord George Hamilton stated in a recen 
The by rasan A be State's speech Sli | 

wea ar sb ssc ‘‘If he turned to the department for which he 
was responsible—India—he thought they might congratulate themselves and 
the Indian Government on successfully surmounting plague, famine, war, and 
sedition. * ® * He did not care for personal.attacks upon himself, as he 
had been long enough in politics to know the exact value of personalities of 
that character, but he could not stand the attacks made upon their fellow- 
countrymen in positions of tremendous responsibility, who, at great risk to 
their lives, were striving to maintain the prestige of the British flag. If their 
Empire abroad was extending to an immeasurably greater extent than that of 
any other country, one of the main reasons of that advance and progress was 
that there were any number of young men who, at any moment when they were 
called upon, were ready to go to a savage, foreign country, taking their 
lives in their hands, and by force of character and foresight they were enabled 
in an immeasurably short time to establish humanity and civilised order.” 

It is true that we blame Englishmen for their faults and shortcomings, 
but we fail to understand what extension of territories has to do with. the 
defence of these Englishmen. What, again, has the Indian Civil Service to 
do with the extension of the British Empire abroad? Had the Secretary of 
State the North-Western frontier in his mind when he made the above state- 
ment? Or did he hint at the civilising of the uncivilised Afridis? Or, what 
is more probable, did he try to exculpate English officials by taking into his 
consideration the extension of British territory in Africa? Whatever the 
object of the Secretary of State may have been, he has no doubt failed in his 
attempt to excu!pate English officials. a 

ut it is not possible that the Secretary of State urged such worthless 
arguments asthe above in defence of ‘English officials. Did he, then, call 
India ‘“‘a savage country ”—India, which stood on the highest rung of the 
ladder of civilisation when England was enshrouded in the dense darkness 
of ignorance and barbarism, and when not even the faintest ray of civilisation 
had penetrated the gloom in which England was plunged—lIndia, which has 
from the most ancient times been looked upon as the birth place of Science 
and Literature? Commendable, indeed, is the Secretary of State’s love for India ! 
No man of sense, however, can rely on the truthfulness of a@ man who says 
that the English have appeared in this country to civilise uncivilised peoples 
like ourselves. 

But granted, for argument’s sake, that India is the land of barbarism, can 
you in any way justify the misdoings of English officials ? ‘What has wrong- 
doing to do with civilisation or want of civilisation? Is it reason or Justice 
to say that because some English official or other is trying his best to civilise 
the uncivilised people of Calcutta or Benares, therefore the Government 1s at 
liberty to imprison its subjects without a trial ? | 

he English officials who come to this country from England draw higher 
salaries than officials in any other part of the world. The English Civilians 
who go out to the West Coast of Africa draw salaries much smaller than those 
drawn by the English Civilians who come out to India. Are we to say that 
these nigniy-peie Civilians, who pass their days in this country as Nawabs, are 
staying here simply out of pity for the Indian people? Are we to .remain 
eternally grateful to them? Are their numerous faults and shortcomings to 
be overlooked? Lord George Hamilton would not bave raved in the way 
he did if he had not been blinded by his love for his countrymen. Lord 
George Hamilton has shown, great readiness and alacrity in doing harm to 
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India since he was appointed Secretary of State for India, It is not, therefore, 
— that he should speak in the strain m which he did in his recent 
speech. 
' 18. The same paper has ~ “ag - | ie 
i sal ; e Bengal Government has deci to 
ee re a pe impose the expenditure incurred in maintaining 
Municipalities. the plague camps at Chausa.and Mairwa on the 
District Boards and Municipalities. ‘'The Lieutenant-Governor understands,” 
writes Mr. Risley in his letter to the Accountant-General, “that the imposition 
of this extra charge on local bodies will not cause any hardship to them, as 
the amount in each case will be inconsiderable.” 

We are sorry that we are not at one with the Government on this point. 
In this country roads cannot be repaired or constructed for want of money, 
and the District Boards do not, for want of sufficient funds, even hesitate 
to curtail the expenditure on lower primary education. The country will be 
really undone if the poverty-stricken District Boards and Municipalities are 
compelled to bear plague expenditure. To tell the truth, the District Boards 
of Bengal are not so well off as the Lieutenant-Governor thinks them to be. 
District Boards in this country are not in a position to bear such a heavy and 
unjust burden as is going to be imposed on them, 

According to Hygienic Science, plague is an epidemic which is bred in and 
by filth. To prevent its outbreak it is extremely necessary to clear jungle, 
improve drains and remove filth from streets and lanes. But the financial 
condition of the District Boards and Municipalities in this country does not 
even allow them to carry on these necessary measures of sanitation. Let the 
authorities say whether it is justifiable to impose on such poor self-governing 
bodies the expenditure incurred in maintaining an agency to detect plague 


patients. We would have thanked the Government if it had advised the © 


District Boards and Municipalities to apply to the improvement of sanitation 
the money which they have been called upon to contribute towards the 
maintenance of plague camps. To compel them to bear plague expenditure 
will have the sure effect of making them curtail their expenditure on the head 
of sanitation. 

It is as much the duty of the Government to bear plague expenditure as it 
is its duty to bear famine expenditure. Grant, for argument’s sake, that the 
District Boards in this country are well off, even then the Government cannot, 
in all conscience, make them bear plague expenditure. Let plague break out 
in any one place, it is sure to spread. Measures for stamping out plague, 
therefore, benefit not only the inhabitants of the affected locality, but the 
inhabitants of the whole country. All plague expenditure should, therefore, be 
borne by the public exchequer, and the District Boards and Municipalities 
should not be burdened with it. We entreat the Government to reconsider its 
decision, and Sir John Woodburn will not, we hope, reject our prayer. 

But what has been done cannot be undone. We hear that plague is 
subsiding everywhere. ‘The Government should now, by all means, curtail 
its plague expenditure. It should not allow itself to lose its head over a panic 
and act in a hurry. We entreat Lord Elgin and Sir John Woodburn to 
prevent the waste of money on plague-preventive measures and thereby to 
earn the blessings of the people. Pow have been detained in the plague 
camps, and the officers attached to those camps have not, up to date, detected 
more than a couple or so of plague patients. 

19. ‘The same paper has the following :— 

Now that the Lieutenant-Governor has paid 
a visit to Backergunge in the course of his tour 
in Kast Bengal and has seen the condition of the district with his own eyes, 
it may not be unreasonable to hope that the gun circular will be reconsidered. 
Thanks to Sir Alexander Mackenzie, this obnoxious measure has been enforced 
in Backergunge. Judging from the effects of the measure, may we not expect 
that it will be reconsidered ? Murder and rioting have not been put down in 
Backergunge; gun-shot murders are still as rife there as ever. What good 
have the authorities, then, done to the co by disarming: the district ? 
Those who keep guns for show or for sporting purposes may do without them, 
but the poor raiyats who keep them to protect themselves and their crops 


The disarming of Backergunge. 
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against the ravages of wild animals cannot part with thém without serious injury 
to themselves. Will the Lieutenant-Governor take this fact into his con- 
sideration ? 

The measure in question has not reduced the number of murders in the 
district. How has it, then, benefited the public? Those who took out licenses 
for their guns never used them for the purpose of committing murders, The 
murderer, naturally enough, keeps his arms well concealed and does not keep 
them with the knowledge of the authorities, The measure in question hag 
consequently put a check not upon the commission of deadly assaults and 
murders, but only upon those who kept arms to defend themselves against the 
attacks of thieves, murderers and dacoits. Let Sir John Woodburn make an 
enquiry and many things will become clear to him. Let a list be prepared, 
showing the number of murders committed before the enforcing of jthe measure, 
with guns for which licenses were taken out and the Lieutenant-Governor will 
at once see the unreasonableness of the measure. There will, again, be no 
difference of opinion as to the unreasonableness of the measure if an enquiry 
is made to ascertain whether there has been more destruction of crops. 

It is admitted on all hands that it is extremely desirable to keep the 
turbulent Jadmashes of Barisal in check. The gun circular in question has 
not, however, brought about this desirable result. These turbulent men do not 
care either for the law or for their own lives. They are as turbulent as ever, 
They have not taken out licenses for the arms they keep, and they still keep 
arms in their possession. The gun circular has not, therefore, in any way 
interfered with their nefarious practices; it has caused hardship only to 
innocent raiyats. In these times of scarcity steps should be taken to prevent 
the destruction of crops. 

It is one year since the gun circular was promulgated. Let a comparative 
table be prepared, showing the gun-shot murders before and after the passing 
of the circular and it will be at once clear whether the number of murders has 
increased or decreased. It is not surely just and proper to cause hardship to 
— people, because the police fail to detect murderers and get them | 

unished., 

/ Arms are used in all countries, and they are also sometimes used for wrong 
purposes. But nowhere are people disarmed for that reason. Let those who 
make a wrong use of their arms be disarmed by all means, but why disarm 
innocent people? We also learn that badmashes are in the habit of improvising 
bamboo guns and committing murders therewith. The raiyats, however, 
cannot use such dangerous instruments to protect their lives and crops. The 
gun circular has therefore proved a source of loss and inconvenience to innocent 
people, while it has not in any way repressed the turbulent men who commit 
murders, 

20. The same peper writes as follows :— 

: Most of the defects in the postal administration 
ad ngrms wanted in the postal in India are no doubt due to the fact that the 
Postal Department is undermanned. The postal 
employés are hardworked, but inspite of their diligence and application they 
cannot finish their work in time. The number of postal employés should be 
increased and the case of the under-paid postal clerks in and outside Calcutta 
should be taken into consideration. N o one who has not passed the Entrance 
Examination can enter the postal service. After serving as an apprentice for 
two or three years, one can expect to get a post worth Rs. 15, and he is sure to 
rot the whole of his life on Rs. 40 or Rs, 50 per month if he has not a patron 
to back him. 

The authorities should also take steps to increase the number of village 
post offices and to remove the obstacles in the way of regular and punctual 
delivery of letters, &c., in the mufassal. The postal rates also should undergo 


a change. Under the existing arrangements, a parcel weighing 60 éolas 


costs in transmission 8 annas, but two parcels, one weighing 40 #olas and 
another weighing 20 ¢olas, cost no more than 6 annas. 

The new newspaper postage rates have something in them to complain of. 
The new rules will increase our postal expenditure. It would have been well 
if the authorities had not imposed on us the trouble and expense of attaching 
stamps to the copies of newspapers to be posted. ‘The authorities say that 
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the existing newspaper postal rates have proved a source of loss to them. They 
would not have said so if they had taken into their consideration the large 
increase in the number of letters caused by the increase of newspapers and 
their circulation owing to the existing newspaper postal rates. 

21. The Government, complains the same paper, proclaimed a rich 
reward for the detection of the murderer of Rand 
and Ayerst and handsomely provided for their 
families. In Sinnar two native officers were killed 
by rioters, but the Government did not proclaim a reward and has only granted 
the pittance of a pension to the widows of the deceased. One of them is to 


The Government in the Poona 
and in the Sinnar murders. 


get Rs. 4 per month and the other a little more than that. Is not this arrange- — 


ment discreditable to the authorities ? 7 
22, The Pratikar of the 5th August has the following on the new news- 
paper postage rules:— | 
It would have been well if one pice had been 
fixed as the postage of newspapers weighing at least ten tolas. No advantage 
worth the name will be gained from the addition of one tola to the pice. 
Agents’ copies used to be charged only half-rates, while exchange copies were 
carried free; but both will be beuceforward charged full postage because 
Government, it is said, has been so long a loser on their account. | 
23, The Government, writes the Sanjivant of the 6th August, is feelin 
an eternal want of pence. It has stopped prize 
distribution in the Government schools and all 
grants for the purchase of books for school and 
college libraries. The Director of Public Instruction has lately issued a circular 
announcing to all school and college authorities that owing to shortness of 
funds no grants can be made for the purpose of. furnishing gymnasiums and 
otherwise promoting the cause of physical exercise among students. Inspite 
of this shortness of funds, however, the salaries of the Ordinary Members of 
the Councils of the Viceroy and the Governors of Bombay and Madras have 
lately been increased. Strange, indeed, are the ways of the [ndian finances ! 
24, Referring to the statement made in the Resolution on the Govern- 
ment’s Rurki College policy, that the natives of 
Bengal, Bombay and Madras are not fit for service 
outside their provinces, the same paper observes 
that it is a strange argument to urge that the Eurasians are fit for service every- 
where, but not so the natives of Bengal, Bombay and Madras. The Bengali 
has done well in the Tirah expedition, but he is physically unfit for service 
in the Punjab as an engineer! What an argument! 
25. The same paper writes that the new rules regarding the newspaper 
wh rave Postal rates have somewhat defeated the benevolent 
rule POS Object which Lord Ripon had in view when he 
introduced the cheap newspaper postage. ‘The new 
rates will benefit such large-sized newspapers as the Englishman and the Pioneer, 
but not the cheap, small-sized vernacular newspapers. In the opinion of the 
Government, the existing newspaper postal rates have proved expensive to the 
post office. In fact, the transmission of a newspaper costs the post office as 
much as half-an-anna, while it does not pay more than one pice. It is this 
loss on account of the newspapers that has led the Government to pass the 
new tules. The Government of England is making more and more advan- 
tageous rules for the newspapers of that couniry, but the Government here is 
going to abolish, on the score of expense, even the small advantage which the 
newspapers of this country have been enjoying since the time of Lord Ripon. 
The Government does not mind the waste of money which is going on in many 
directions. Very lately it has increased the pay of the Ordinary Members of 
the Councils of the Viceroy and the Governors ‘of Bombuy and Madras. But 
it feels it an ps Seon affair to allow the newspapers to post a few exchange 
copies free of charge and a few copies to agents on half the ordinary charge. 
The new rules will press hard upon those cheap newspapers which have 
thousands of subscribers. It will be also an expensive and troublesome affair to 
emt postage stamps upon thousands of copies, One fails to understand what 
arm there could be in taking the postal charge in advance as is the practice at 
present. The post office would have alleias no loss if it had taken measures 
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fas 
to prevent managers of newspapers from posting more papers than what they 
gave & declaration for. : 

The new rules impose another disadvantage on the newspapers. Mana. 
gers of the privileged newspapers will not, under the new rules, be allowed to 
put down the numbers of the subscribers on the wrappers. This rule will 
cause newspaper managers great inconvenience, while the post office will gain 
nothing by its enforcement. 

26. The pertinacity of the plague, writes the Bangavasi of the 6th August 

is truly wonderful, There has been a recrudescence 
: of plague in Bombay and strenuous efforts are 
being made to prevent it from spreading to Madras, Hyderabad and other parts 
of the country not yet affected by the disease. There is no harm in taking 
reventive measures, but where plague will be determined to spread his dread. 
ul talons there death will cast his shade. Every effort has been made to stamp 
out the plague in the Punjab, but in vain. The plague in Bombay is showing 
signs of recrudescence. There were Europeans who ridiculed Haji Abdul 
Jubbar when he said that the plague was a Divine visitation, meant to punish 
the Indian people for their sins. But have they, with all their intelligence, 
their spiritedness and their superior scientific knowledge, succeeded in stamping 
out the plague? Once the germs of true plague take root in a country, no 
human effort can destroy them. 

27. The same paper Sat following on the rumoured release of 

ilak :-— 

The Hon’ble Mr. Nugent, Member of the Bom- 
bay Legislative Council lately paid a visit to Tilak in the course of his 
jail inspection. He has personally examined the prisoner’s mental as well 
as physical condition and has no doubt received proofs of his submissive- 
ness and humility. It is Mr. Nugent’s visit to Tilak, no doubt, that has 
given rise to the rumour that he is going to be released. We cannot, 
however, venture to hope against hope. We have not the heart to look 
out expectantly for Tilak’s release. Tilak, the son of a Brahman has 
already spent twelve months in jail; will he not be able to spend six 
months more in the same way? Do not show your mercy to him, we entreat 
you. We have, with a heavy heart, ‘suffered separation from Tilak for one 

ear and we shall pass the remaining six months somehow or other. We 

ave become quite hopeless and we shall not be able to sufficiently express 
our gratitude to the Government if Tilak is now released. Do not, we therefore 
entreat you, do anything that will bring upon us the charge of ingratitude. 
Let Tilak do full penance for his sin and let him come out of jail purged 
of his sins as gold comes out of fire, purged of all its impurities. No penance 
can kill a Brahman—no, not even éushanal, or the slowly-consuming fire. 

28. ‘The same paper has the following :— 


“ a : A to the lay ty agg xr nee away 
ae ome 6 Snonsenad yiclims ve ay in India, dysentery 
werent and chronic diarrhoea f Biss Pant we shatliaia and 
malaria no less than twelve thousand victims. Mortality is going on at this 
rate from year to year. Wedo not know how many men have died at this 
rate within the last ten years, but this we know that these epidemics have 
ruined once prosperous Bengal. Our villages have become almost depopulated 
and our houses have come down to the ground. The venomous snake now 
dwells in Lakshmi’s ‘hunchi, in the pot, that is, dedicated to the Goddess 
of Fortune and containing her special belongings. The tiger has taken up 
its abode among the ruins of the bed-chamber. The Government has 
spent two lakhs of rupees to save two hundred people from the plague, but 
how much has it spent within the last fifty years to save fifty millions of people 
from the jaws of malaria? ‘‘ One of them (fever),” evem the Pioneer cannot 
help saying, “occasions an enormous loss of revenue from rendering unin- 
habitable the most fertile tracts of country in our possession.” What has the 
Government done to recoup this loss ? 


29. The same paper thus comments upon the new newspaper postal 
rates :— 

If a newspaper weighing twenty #olas can be 

transmitted for two pice, a paper weighing ten dolas 


The pertinacity of the plague. 


The rumoured release of Tilak. 


The new newspaper postal rates. 


/ 


/ 


( 755 ) / | / 


| 
ought to be transmitted for one pice. At least five tolas ouglit to be transmitted 
for a pice. But no; it is neither ten nor five, but four éolas which will be 
transmitted for a pice. The gain on our side is only of one ola; that is no 
substantial gain. The new rules deprive us of the privilege of posting 
exchange copies free of charge and the copies to agents on half the ordinary 
charge. There is another disadvantage which the new rules will impose on us. 
We shall have now to paste postage stamps on each copy of our paper. Just 
think of the trouble and expense of pasting postage stamps on twenty-five 
thousand copies of a newspaper! But let us not complain but rejoice for the 
favour shown to us, for the raising of the three to four /olas. 
30. The Saraswat Patra of the 6th August complains that, with the excep- 

tion of the editor of the Dacca Prakash, no other 

pn rhe Dacea editors not invited to journalist in Dacca wasinvited to the durbar held 

cdonmeninastua there the other day. The invitation of the 
editor of the Dacca Prakash was perhaps dne to his being a member of the 

District Board. Such neglect is often the portion of Dacca journalists. May 

be, the poor editors are considered to be too ill-conditioned to attend a durbar; 

but when they are the persons who have to tell the world that such and such a 
public function has been duly conducted, it is very odd to close the doors 
of the durbar against them. 

- 81. Many advantages, says the Dacca Prakash of the 7th August, may 
result from tours made by the rulers of pid nces. 
Gon on ramtages of tours by Qneis|that they may make lazy officials pull up their 
sini . ; arrears and clear their files. Mr. Shirres, the 


Magistrate of Dacca, though a kind-hearted officer, would not often look into 


urgent petitions for months. But when he heard that the Lieutenant-Governor 
was coming, he made up his arrears. Another advantage is that the people of 
the places visited by a Lieutenant-Governor may make their wants and 
grievances known to the ruler. This, too, places local officers on their guard. 
Again, the private interviews which are granted in the course of these tours to 
influential people serve the very important purpose: of acquainting the ruler 
with the real condition of the country. At Daccu Sir John Woodburn granted 
interviews to the Nawab Bahadur, Rajas Rajendra Narain and Srinath Rai, Rai 
Kali Prasanna Ghosh Bahadur, and Khaje Muhammad Yusuf, It is needless to 
say that the respect which these gentlemen felt for the Lieutenant-Governor has 
greatly increased since the interviews in question; but a larger number of 
respectable people from the ranks below theirs in society should have been 
admitted to these interviews. The larger the number of people who receive 
favours from the Government officials, the deeper and more widely spread 
becomes their loyalty. oe 

32. According to the same paper, the new newspaper postage system 

will be advantageous only to the large English 

Pm 4 new newspaper postage papers. The vernacular papers will be pores by 

| it. Exchange copies of newspapers will no longer be 

carried free, but will have to be paid for at the full postal rate. The advantage 

of the increased weight will not be appreciated by any vernacular paper. The 

only advantage the vernacular papers will enjoy is that they will not have to 
deposit three months’ postage in advance. 

33. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 9th August has the follow- 
me. et eS eee Wood- Sir John Woodburn was much pleased at the 

| praise bestowed on Messrs. Savage and Bell in the 
address.presented to His Honour at Barisal. He said that it gave him great 
leasure to read the favourable remarks made regarding Messrs. Savage and 
lil, that though he had before heard of their kind treatment of the people 
he now realised it fully, that Government was always pleased to hear its officers 
praised by the people, and that he was aware that if the people of India 
received good treatment from the officers they would accord them better 
treatment. 

Sir John Woodburn has spoken truly. The people of no other country 
are so much pleased as the people of India when they receive the least good 
treatment from the Government officers, Fora grain of good treatment they 
receive they show a ton of gratitude. It isa great misfortune, therefore, that 
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there are officers who cannot satisfy even such men. The people of India are 


satisfied if they are not grossly ill-treated; they do not expect from the. 
authorities here all that the people of England get from. the authorities there, 
The Indian authorities have not to exert themselves a bit to satisfy the people 


Sir John Woodburn has personally seen in various parts of India that 
Indians return good treatment with better treatment, It is, however, a pi 
that every officer does not see this. But when the Lieutenant-Governor himse 
has thrown out a hint about this, it will be all well in this, respect—at least 
so long as he rules. When the ruler of a province seeks to be popular, his 
subordinates follow suit. 

We are happy to find that Sir John Woodburn has understood the 
character of the 

old in return for glass, a ton of good treatment for a pound of that article, 

o much gratitude is not to be found in any other country. Sir John Wood- 
burn is setting a good example and is giving a lesson to his subordinates in 
all matters. He has in a short time pleased everyone and made the grateful 
Bengalis more grateful still. Nothing increases the prosperity and happiness 
of a country so much as good government. Every act of Sir John Woodburn 
is giving satisfaction to the Bengalis. He has acted like a ruler by reassuring 
the public mind in the plague scare. He has proved himself really impartial 
by giving good advice to the Muhammadans and by doing justice. He has 
no drawn the people close to him by encouraging his subordinates to treat 
them better. It is our conviction that this small hint from him will produce 


= results, and that every officer will follow in his footsteps. We also fully 
e 


el that under him Bengali loyalty will reach its climax. Sir John Woodburn 


is not merely a ruler, but a protector. We have not seen a governor like him 
for a long time. 

34. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 10th August has the follow- 
ing :— 

’ It is useless to make unreasonable ests. 
The Government cannot always show undue favour 
to Muhammadans. It is not always easy to make a distinction between 
Hindus and Muhammadans. The government has to be carried on with 
much care and foresight. Whether at Dacca, Mymensingh or Barisal, Sir John 
Woodburn had everywhere to speak in the same strain. The Muhammadans 


Sir John Woodburn’s Muham- 
madan policy. 


should abide by the advice of the Lieutenant-Governor, which is that only 


those have a claim to Government service who are fit for it. This policy 
should always be adhered to, for evil will result from its violation. ‘There 
will be abuse of power if unqualified Muhammadans are appointed to high 
appointments. Sir Charles Elliott used to show undue favour to Muham- 
madans, because he did not like Hindus, specially educated Hindus. But 


he could not do as much for them in practice as he did in words; there. 


would have come about a muddle, with unfit men at work. The way to 
progress is the same for all. Everyone has the same right to school, college, 


or university education. Indeed, greater favour is shown to Muhammadans in 


the matter of scholarships, But this difference, too, cannot be long maintained. 


It is the Muhammadans themselves who must lose in consequence of pg y 4 
7 


shown. Uttam, the son of the favourite queen of King Uttanpad, fared ill. 
Dhruva, the son of the rejected queen, attained to Dhruvalok. The more the 


Government favours Muhammadans the more will Hindus gain, if not now at. 


least in future, and the more will Muhammadans be ultimately injured. Again, 
the making of any distinction in the distribution of favours means injustice; 


and injustice begets disloyalty—disloyalty in all. The result of showing 3 


cold shoulder to one who has been systematically pampered is dangerous; while 
he who never gets favour is naturally annoyed. Too much indulgence shown 
to Muhammadans will prove injurious to the interests of both the Muhanm- 


madans and the Government. -Sir John Woodburn is now following the path 
of justice. If the Muhammadans get annoyed at this, they will only do 
themselves harm. ‘The far-sighted among Muhammadans and the officials have 
now to understand this. As between Hindus and Muhammadans, so between 
Indians and ws ee se , there should be made no distinction. No undue. 


d be shown to Anglo-Indians or Eurasians, Undue indulgence: 


indulgence sho 


ndian people, who give an elephant in return for a worm, | 


( wn 


roduces only evil—evil to him who shows it and evil to him who gets it, 
overnanent will understand this hereafter, if it cannot do so now, and so will 
Anglo-Indians and Eurasians. Remuneration should be proportionate to worth— 
this is right policy, because this is sound morality. In the welfare of the’ 


Muhammadan lies the welfare of the Hindu, and vice versed. It is desirable 
that Hindus and Musalmans should enjoy equal happiness. And as there 
can be no enjoyment of equal happiness without the possession of equal merit, 
everyone, and specially the Government, should try to bring about an equality 
between Hindus and Musalmans in point of merit. The official who makes 
distinctions, does harm to Hindus and Muhammadans and greater harm to the 
Government. Sir John Woodburn deserves the thanks of even the Musalmans 
for holding out to them the hope of equal treatment. It is the principle of 
equality and not inequality which will conduce to the welfare of Muham- 
madans. 
Sir John Woodburn. | 


III.—LEGISLATIVE. 


35. According to the Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 6th August, there. 

a will be hardship in many respects under the pro- 

zee rey of the proposed posed Municipal law. Under its provisions only 
—— : Rheaneet builders can be employed in erecting 
houses. This wili not only be inconvenient to the people but will deprive 
masons of their bread. Then, a dead body cannot be cremated without a 
doctor’s certificate, a provision which will lead to zulm. Most people in India 


Every Muhammadan should, therefore, abide by the advice of. 
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do not callin doctors in cases of sickness, but they must do so in case of a death. | 


There will surely be oppression. Under the proposed law the ratepayers will 
have to go to the Municipal Office themselves to pay their taxes. As a con- 
sequence of this, there will be a sunset law as in the case of the land revenue. 
Will certificates issue as in the case of khas mahals and canals? It is to such 
provisions that exception is taken. Though there may not be any objection to 
the proposed change in the system of election, objection must be made to hard 
provisions like these. 


V.—PRosPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


36. Referring to the distress in Chittagong, the Burdwan Sanjivani of the 
2nd August says :— 
If attempts are made on behalf of the Govern- 
ment to put down famine the moment it breaks out, 
the people get a vivid proof of the Government’s kindness to them, their loyalty 
increases, and many lives are saved. The authorities, however, never grapple 
with famine in its first stage. There is severe famine just now in Chittagong, 
but the local authorities do not admit its existence. The J/yot has reported 
many deaths from starvation, giving particulars, In the agony of hunger some 
peeple in Chittagong have killed their mothers, wives and children, and have 


The Government in the distress 
in Chittagong. 


made attempts against their own lives. It is a matter of surprise that the: 


local authorities do not admit the existence of famine, even when such horrible 


and heartrending scenes are occurring. The replies to the questions put by the 


Hon’ble Babu Jatra Mohan Sen in the Bengal Council were not of a satisfac- 
tory nature. We never expected such replies from the Government of Sir 


John Woodburn. He isa kind-hearted ruler, who loves his subjects. We have 
really been pained at the replies given by Mr, Finucane. There can be. no 


doubt that in giving those replies he depended entirely on the reports of the 


local officers. The Lieutenant-Governor should know whether there is really 
any famine in Chittagong or not, if he saw the condition of the people there 


with his own eyes. 
37. The Sansodhint of the 3rd August has the following :— 


There is not much to wonder at in the Hon’ble 


“» (th: in the Bengal Couneil on the subject of the distress 
in Chittagong. The reply was of a piece with those which are usually given by: 


the Secretaries. 


BURDWAN S4 NJIVANI, 
Aug. 2nd, 1898, 


SaNSODHINI, 
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Babu Jatra Mohan’s question was based on an article in the Jyo# newspaper, 
the editor of which was ready to prove his statements. The Government, on; 
the other hand, denied the occurrence of deaths from starvation—nay, even the 
existence of distress—on the authority of Babu Pratap Chandra Sen, Police. 
Inspector, and Mr. Ralph, Assistant Engineer. Where does the truth lie 
between these two conflicting statements ? 

Who shall say what evil stars have at last shed their influence on the fate. 
of the poor, destitute | yp of Chittagong and led a man, possessed of 
Mr. Anderson’s kind and sympathetic heart, and who had hitherto saved the 
poor from starvation, suddenly to set his face against them? Who shall say 


‘why Mr. Anderson, who only the other day sympathised with two destitute 


families in Jaliaghata and caressed some children whom starvation had made 
piteously thin, has suddenly become so unkind to the poor sufferers? 

If a Commission is appointed to enquire into the question whether there 
is distress in the cyclone-stricken parts of the district, the following evidence will 
be forthcoming for and against. In support of the view that there is distress, 
there will be the evidence of (1) Babu Kali Sankar Chakravarti, editor of the 
Jyoti, and of his correspondents who were ready to prove that there have 
been deaths from starvation; (2) Babu Kasi Chandra Gupta, editor 
of the Sansodhint, and his correspondents who, when distributing relief 


on behalf of the Chittagong Association and the Brahmo Samaj, saw with 


their own eyes the miserable condition of the people; (3) Babu Mati Lal 
Das, B.A., Sub-Inspector of Schools, who visited the distressed parts in the 
course of his tour in the mufassal and distributed relief on behalf of Government 
to the people who suffered from the effects of the cyclone; (4) Babu Beni 
Madhav Das, m.a., teacher in the Chittagong College, who also has personal 
knowledge of the distressed parts and their residents; (6) Babu Atul Chandra 
Datta, Pleader and representative of the Chittagong Association, whose report 
was published in the Sansodhini of the 20th July last; (6) Babu Lakshmi 
Chandra Barua, Sub-Registrar, Kalipur; (7) Babu Gagan Chandra De, Head- 
constable, Banskhali, who, in the course of his investigation held on the 8th 
and 9th July last, found proofs of deaths from starvation; (8) Babu Nitya 
Nanda Ray, zamindar, merchant, banker, and Honorary Magistrate of the first 
class, who visited the distressed areas and wrote as follows :— 

‘“T had no idea that the people were in such terrible distress. I took a few 
bags of rice with me for distribution, but they were exhausted in afew minutes. 
I could not have met the demands of the famished people who assembled even 
if I had 100 maunds of rice with me. The women, of all ages, came to me to 
beg almost in a state of nudity, each having only a piece of rag round her 
waist. I never imagined when I left town that I should have to witness such 
a shocking sight The poor have no seed-grains, no agricultural implements; 
neither bullocks. If our humane Government does not come to their rescue, I 
do not see any hope of their speedy recovery. The Local Government is not 
much to blame. It is inclined to render help, but it relies too much upon paid 
mufassal informants and a few optimists who want to please the authorities by 
furnishing rose-coloured reports. The authorities thus remain in the dark, and 
chafe those persons who give true accounts of the people.” — | 

_ On the apposite side there will be the evidence of Babu Pratap Chandra 
Sen and Mr, Ralph. Mr. a 2 wrote that “from the time of his very first 
visit, in December last, he had never come across a single child showing the 
unmistakable signs of starvation.” But the witnesses who will depose to the 
existence of distress are in no way less trustworthy than the two witnesses 
whom the Government will bring forward in support of its view. Government 
may not believe what the former will say, but the public will trust them more 
than they will trust the Government witnesses, ‘They cannot disbelieve their 


own eyes; they cannot disbelieve what they are themselves seeing every day. 
Leaving out the two police witnesses, one of whom admits, and the other denies, 
the existence of distress, and taking into consideration the evidence of 
Mr. Ralph and of only one witness on the other side, Government should cer- 
tainly attach greater weight to Babu Nitya Nanda’s evidence than to that of 

Mr. h, as the former saw the condition of the people in all the distressed 

areas, whilst tle lattex’s experience is confined to Kutubdia alone. Mr. Ralph — 
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er visited any distressed village. Moreover, the labourers who work under — 
ie must, as a matter of necessity, be able-bodied men, or they would not be 
able to do embankment work. eak, starving men will never venture to seek 
employment under Mr. Ralph. 


The Magistrate characterises Gagan Babu’s report as injudicious. But, it 
may be asked, whether hes Babu’s investigation has been, faultless. When 
‘the Jyoti challenged anybody to disprove what it said it was Pratap Babu’s 
clear duty to conduct his investigation in the presence of the editor of that 

aper.and compel him to prove his statement about deaths from starvation. 
Why did he, instead of doing that, conduct his investigation in private? It 
was certainly not becoming Pratap Babu’s position to conduct his investigation 
in a matter of such gravity in private and to pooh-pooh the statement of the 
opposite party as an irresponsible statement made by mere school-boys. Ina | 
matter of such importance, the investigation ought not to have been’ entrusted 
to the police. The District Magistrate himself, or some Deputy Magistrate 
dep by him ought to have made the enquiry. 


Alas! what will the unfortunate sufferers do, if Government’s pity fails 
them? 


38. Everyone in the Murshidabad district, says the Murshidabad Hitaishi — yunsmpapap 
: : _ of the 3rd August, hoped for a bumper bhadoz crop, Hrraisut, 
Crop prospects in the Murshi- byt the hope has not been fulfilled. The prospects Avs 54 189. 
dabad district. 
of the crop are not good; at places there is a want 
of water and at others an excess of it. In all likelihood there will only be an 
eight-anna crop. Everyone now looks forward tothe aman crop, of which, too, 
there is little hope. 


39. Referring to the accounts of distress in the Chittagong district,  Mursamasap 
The distress in Chittagong published in the Jyoti and the interpellation in the —_— 
Bengal Council in respect thereof, the same paper 
writes as follows:— 


‘We are very much surprised at the conduct of the local authorities. Is it 
right to conceal so great a danger with the view of preventing neglect of duty 
from being seen? Weare not at all disposed to believe that our kindhearted 
Lieutenant-Governor will rest satisfied with the assurances of the local 
authorities, when even the number of people who have died in each village has 
been given in the Jyoti. 


40. A correspondent of the Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 4th parvssarranat anv i 


P nae Urpv GuIbDE, 
The distress in Chittagong. August has the following : Aug. 4th, 1898. 


There is not a single village in Chittagong : 
which has not been more or less affected by the last cyclone, and the inhabitants | 
of which are not suffering the agony of starvation. The Satkania thana is the ; | 
most affected area. Nine-tenths of the people of this thana have to live 

on vegetables, and, properly speaking, there is not a single family which has 
enough to eat. It is a matter of regret that our leaders, who are in touch with 
the local authorities, do not, from fear, tell them the tale of our miseries. The 
best way in which the Government can learn how far our statement is correct 
is to send out a Commission to the scene of misery to make enquiries. 


41. The Jyoti: of Chittagong, writes the Hifavadi of the 5th August, HITAVADI, 
Sie detiems to Chieee published the names and addresses of the famine- v8: th, 1898. 
stricken people of certain villages in the Chittagong 

district to prove the existence of acute scarcity in that part of the country. The 
paper also said that deaths from starvation had occurred in some of the famine- 
stricken localities. Mr. Finucane, however, in his reply to the interpellation 
on this subject, has denied the truth of the allegations made by the Jyott. But 
that paper finds fault with the official enquiry and questions its impartiality. 
It is to be hoped that the Government will enquire into the alleged defects in 

the police enquiry. 

42. A correspondent of the same paper complains that owing to want of 
rain the crops are in a very bad condition in t 
Noachar in the Tippera district. The jute crop 1s : 


not prospering. Rice is selling at ten to twelve 
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Avi | ale 43, The Bangavast of the 6th A has ¢ 
lag The distress in Chittagong. following — : ugust he 
In Chittagong there are scarcity of food, scatcity of water and 
scarcity of house accommodation. living as we do in eternal mise 


we hear of-nothing but misery with our ears which are, so to say, wellnigh 
scorched by hearing tales of suffering. Our eyes, weakened by misery, see on] 
scenes of misery. But misery and suffering do not come within the ken of our 
English rulers, enjoying as they do eternal happiness, and of the English officials 
nursed in the lap of luxury. amine and scarcity, therefore, do not often make 
their presence felt in this country; they have not, for that reason, made their 
presence felt in certain villages in Chittagong. What shall we say? We have 
not now the power to give vent to our feelings; and even if we give vent to our 
feelings, you will not hear us; you will not see things with our eyes, or we 
would have shown you how the burning pang of misery is becoming more and 
more unbearable in this poor country. You, O master, enjoy eternal happiness, 
you always pass your days on the flowery bed of luxury. Itis we who have 
always suffered and have become accustomed to suffering; therefore let us 
always suffer. But when our load of misery becomes unbearable, we try to 
fl lighten it by telling you how much we suffer. Sometimes when we can no 
'. longer bear our privations, tears of agony burst out of our eyes and stream down 
4 our cheeks. When sucha sight as this meets your eyes quietly pass by us and 
‘| leave us alone; but do not rate and rebuke us. Grant at least this prayer of 
1% your poor subjects, 
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Urtya PAPERS. 


: UT KALDIPIKA, 44, The Utkaldipika of the 11th June is of opinion that the proposed . 


June llth, 1898, : transfer of rent suits from the Court of the Collec- 
Transfer of rent suits to civil 


courts. 


tor to that of the Munsif is not at all desirable in 
Orissa, where the number of Munsifs is very limited. 
The few Munsifs in that Province hold their courts at a great distance from one 
another, This fact alone, apart from others, will prove a source of great 
inconvenience to both landlords and tenants. 


URIYA AND 45. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 22nd June is sorry to notice the 
sous oat ie ais ae prevalence of cholera in Balasore tewn as also ( 
the danger to life caused by a mad jackal, which is 
said to have bitten 17 men and women within two days. 
UTKALDIPIKA, 46. Referring to the carving of a beautiful stone statue of Her Majesty 
June 25th, 1898, ae : the Queen-Empress by a Burman in British Burma, 
ative art in Burma. 


the Utkaldipika of the 25th June observes that the 

local authorities should try their best to encourage native art, which is dying 

out for want of adequate support. | | 
ro obo ol 47. The Uriya and re of the 29th June regrets to learn wage - (c 
June 29th, 1898, sudden overflow of the Suvarnarekha in the nort 
Tan Sere ak the ~Malesene diteiek bas destroyed a large 
amount of property belonging to the inhabitants of the villages near the river. (d 
Loss of human life is also reported. | 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengah Translator. 
BENGALI T'RANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 13th August, 1898. ¢ 
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